
19th Century Antique

A Greek Revival Statuary white marble chimneypiece. The 
moulded shelf is upheld by a pair of caryatid jambs, each in the 
form of Telamon. Telamon was a mortal in Greek mythology, 
who was a member of the Argonauts who accompanied Jason 
on the quest of the Golden Fleece and Caledonian Boar, and 
became King of Salamis, and fathered Ajax and Teucer, warriors 
in the Trojan War. The figure of Telamon was used regularly as 
a caryatid figure in English Georgian architecture. Notable 
examples are shown below. Telamon columns symbolise 
strength and burden. They embody the mythic weight of heaven 
itself – their posture both heroic and solemn. At the waist of 
these Telamons they transfigure into tapering fluted pilasters. 
The frieze is adorned with Acanthus filled vertical flutes and the 
chimneypiece is topped with a tiered shelf.

Dimensions
Height 50¼in (127.4cm) width 65½in (166.2cm) 
Height excluding hearth 47½in (120.7cm) 
Internal height 34½in (88cm) width 47½in (120.6cm) 
Footblock to footblock 61¾in (156.7cm) 
Shelf depth 11⅝in (29.5cm)

Reference 
N464
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