19th Century Antique

A finely executed early 19th century chimneypiece, made in
Italy for the English market. The design features tapering
fluted columns rising from socle bases, capped with crisply
carved Corinthian capitals. The frieze is adorned with
acanthus and palmette motifs, palm tree leaves representing
triumph and fertility. Unusual vertical, rectangular corner
blocks are adorned with acanthus leaf rosettes. At the centre
of the chimneypiece, we find a carved tablet likely depicting
the dramatic scene from Virgil's Aeneid of Evander and Pallas
where King Evander grieves upon hearing about the death of
his son, Pallas. The tale underscores the tragic consequences of
war, the powerful bond between father and son, and highlights
the Neoclassical ideals of sacrifice and stoic emotion.

Dimensions

Height 55V4in (141cm) width 65%2in (166.2cm)
Internal height 327in (83.4cm) width 47%4in (120cm)
Footblock to footblock 61V4in (155.7cm)

Reference
N456
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