
18th Century Antique 

A characterful statuary marble fireplace after Sir John Soane. 
The shelf resting directly on the Ionic capitals of the columns 
make this a very architectural piece. The use of detached 
columns as jambs was firstly seen in the Early Renaissance, 
and was then popularised in England by Isaac Ware at 
Chesterfield House and by Lord Burlington at Burlington 
House. The architect Robert Adam made beautiful 
interpretations of the use of this architectural element, 
influencing those after him as it can be seen in the sketches 
illustrated here below. During Adam’s time the use of Greek 
rather than Roman ornaments was very popular, and John 
Soane certainly applied this to his own practice . His styles is 
typically linear, simplified and the chimneypieces are quite low, 
allowing space for large mirrors above the mantle.

Dimensions
Height 47¼in (120cm) width 69⅜in (176.2cm)  
Internal height 36¾in (93.4cm) width 41¾in (106cm)
Footblock to footblock 65¾in (167cm)
Depth 13½in (34.4cm) 

Reference 
N244
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